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New Year OrwUng. 
A*New Year is no* before ub. 
The accounts of the old year are 
being closed up, and books for 
the New Year have been provid- 
ed. Now the inquiry is made 
•bout what new things you ex- 
pect to accomplish during the 
year just opened? But before 
that is tfi veu attention, what dis- 
position have you made with the 
accounts of the old I Are yon 
carrying over a long list of old 
grudges to annoy your eoul and 
punish you as though you were 
•lite special object for the shafts 
of the Revenger ot blood T Are 
you carrying over many evil 
feeling* toward friends, relatives, 
brethren and sisters, which shall 
engage your mind night and day 
and give you no perfect peace? 
Have you commenced the new 
year with a new heart? A heart 
pare snd free, and dwelling upon 
prospects of greater work in be 
half of temperance righteousness 
and joys to come ? How is your 
account with God? Have you, 
during the past year, laid up any 
new treasures in heaven, or been 
the instrument of bringing some 
lost soul to the knowledge of tbe 
truth? These are important 
items that enter into our account 
vritb God. 

But the past is past. By no 
process known to man can it bel 
made to return that amends can 
be done upon it The future on- 
ly is left us, and now the import- 
ant question is, what is to be 
done with it ? Will it be made 
more fruitful in good works, and 
shall the close of the coming year 
show a handsomer improvement 
on the one part in good works 
and commendable deeds or shall 
the balance be a dishonorable 
one? The answer must be decid- 
ed by our deeds. There is oppor- 
tunity to do more good. Shall 
it be improved ? 

One or two old sins may be 
Isid off, and one or more steps 
taken toward a higher Christian 
life. 

Advancement may be made in 
controlling the deceitful member 
full of deadly poison — the tongue 
which is creating so many troub- 
les end so much sorrow, for which 
there is ne occasion. Tbe tattler 
should draw up the reins an inch 
or two at least, that so many evils 
may not arise from the improper 
exercise ot bis tongue. This is a 
field in which nearly all profess- 
ing Christians can make improve- 
ments, but those wbo need it 
most are only willing to confess 
the least. 

More labor can be performed 
for Christ. It is not tbe preach- 
er that is able to do all tbe work 
of the church. Successful meet- 


ings and large ingatherings of 
the unsaved are only possible 
where there are good and honest 
and faithful members, wbo are 
well reported for good works. 
The local* influence is the first 
aud great power that must oper- 
ate to save the lost. The church 
should be a spirtual home ; a 
place of refuge for the soul weary 
of sin, end if it does not afford 
that which the soul so much de- 
sires, then there is nothing at- 
tractive about it. It does not 
serve the purpose that Cod de- 
signed that it should. Let the 
new year witness improvement 
in the churches as an inviting 
shelter from the harraaaing 
storms of sin. 

afore money can be spent for 
the spread ot the Gospel. Where 
the treasure is, there the heart 
will be also. The man wbo 
spends little upon his religion, 
values it likewise. It is not worth 
much to him here and will not 
be in eternity- Nearly every 
individual is dragging with him 
a long train ot luxuries that does 
him no good and olten a vast 
amount of evil. People are 
spending — and Christians too — 
piles of money in ways which 
bring only death, damnation and 
hell, either upon themselves or 
others. One dollar spent upon idle 
articles ot dress would, if prop- 
erly applied, save a sou I from hell 
and make it happy- through un- 
numbered ages. One dollar spent 
to attend some poor theatre it 
turned into qhe treasury ot the 
Lord, would commence a work 
that angels would glorify and force 
backward some surging wave of 
iniquity and purity the hearts 
of many. Why not put the mon- 
ey in the treasury of the Lord 
and allow it to bear ten per cent 
interest in houses and lands, when 
the Master shall come to reckon 
with bis stewards, and so sacri- 
fice the pleasure of the eye and 
ear that endure for a moment 
only T Let us seek to close this 
year, possessing a better account 
with the Lord. 


difference. Then there are many 
chu raises that have no preacher, 
while there are scores of good 
ministers idle, who would em- 
brace an opportunity to serve a 
church if only a partial support 
were tendered, and an opportuni- 
ty provided to work for what 
may be lacking. This state of 
affairs ought not to be. Steps 
must be taken to remedy this lack 
of order, and it can*be done in no 
more effectual way than to pro- 
vide state ministerial meetings to 
consider such matters and ap- 
point persons to gather facts 
about the wants of unsupplied 
churches and how they can be 
best served. 

The mission work will also be 


planted on a firm foundation and 


Bvstematised. so that hereafter 


ork will be perform- 


ed in this department. 


OUR CHU1CB. 

f The year 1887 will be a most 
important one in the history of 
the Brethren Church. It will 
witness the completion of or- 
ganization in the States if a gen- 
eral conference is not held. The 
one true and great principle of 
the church will establish itself so 
firmly that no subsequent chang- 
es can remove it. This principle 
ie "The Gospel, the whole Gos- 
pel and nothing bnt the Gospel," 
The Brethreng enerally. will be 
able to fully comprehend the idea 


Ashland College is coming on 
grandly with the other works of 
tbe chnrch. The total attendance 
for this year will almost or alto- 
gether reach sixty, and the large 
majority of these will carry away 
an excellent report of the school. 
This will be the best advertise- 
ment that the school has had for 
years. There are several stu- 
dents here who have attended 
notable institutions of learning, 
and they are among the best and 
most enthusiastic students in 
school. We confidently expect 
that in a year or two, hundreds 
of students will frequent the balls 
of Ashland College. 

For all the blessings that have 
been bestowed upon us during 
the past year, let ns return our 
since i e thanks to our Father in 
heaven from one end of the 
Brotherhood to the other, and 
commence the New Year im- 
bued with fresh courage and new 
zeal to do a greater aud grander 
work all along the line in 1887. 

We beg . the pardon of all 
whom we have failed to serve 
faithfully in this business relation 
in the past, sincerely thank all 
for their sympathies, kindness, 
aid and encouragement, invite a 
continuance ot tbeir favors, and 
enter upon the work of anoth- 
er year with lively hope and 
good pros nects. 


of the congregational form of 


c hurch government. Although 
some faults and inconsistencie s 
may be s een to linger with itjvet 
HT SB fewer than any other sy a- 
Thejr ue, apostolic,, acrip- 
rc.h gavi 


t ern 

tural formofc 

aTT EoTcOmplete j ndepandftnrj 
of each co n gregation. Primiti ve 
church histor y proves this to be 
true, and the New T«t»mHnt 
te aches the same.. 

But there are pressing de- 
mands for associations, or what- 
ever yon may wish to call them, 
in the church. The one that 
should be first, is an association 
of ministers, or a ministerial con- 
ference. This is needed to bring 
more order and system in the 
work of the church. As it is now, 
no one fully understands the oth- 
ers with whom he may, in some 
manner, be associated in chnrch 
work, and feelings arise between 
them, and it is no one's business 
to take stops to harmonize the 


Hsay Klad Words. 

When people have a good 
cause at heart aud are working 
faithfully and doing the best 
they know to do, it is vary, en 
con raging to have the hearty co- 
operation of those who are as- 
sociated in the work. 

Last week we asked the ques- 
tion whether we might not be 
made happy by New Tears 
gifts in the way of nice subscrip- 
tion lists for 1887. We are glad 
to say we have been. Our breth- 
ren and sisters nave sent in long 
lists of names and kept ns busy 
bb bees from early in the morn- 
ing till late at night. And this 
is not all : with the lists ot sub- 
scribers are many words of en- 
eon rage ment and approval. 

A brother in Old Virginia 
writes that the E vanoxlist suit- 
ed him very well tha past year. 
Our blessed brother, 0. Forney, 
of Kansas, writes : "I think our 
chnrch paper should be read by 
every member of the church, 
and as many outside ot the 
church as can be induced to do 
so. It is worthy a place in every 
family. Our brotherhood should 
make an extra effort tbe coming 
year to enlarge its circulation, 
and in every other way possible 
give it support. Msy God bless 
the Bvanqxlut for geod in its 


mission every where, and pray 
that God may grant you grace and 
ability to make it just what it 
ought to be." *> 

May all this good come upon 
it. How this brings to mind the 
great responsibilities and duties 
that are resting upon us as a 
church. We are the only re- 
ligious body that encourages 
obedience to all the observances 
of the Lord's bouse, tree of man- 
made traditions. How humble 
and loving we should be before 
God aud man, and how faithful 
we should be in the discharge 
of our duty. May the good 
Lord help ns all. 

The EvAJiaxLiBT, truly, should 
be read by alt our church mem 
bers. if it it not worthy, it 
should be made so as soon 
possible. It is by the words of 
encouragement written by one 
another that our desires to serve 
the Church are made livelier. 
Bro. Forney not only writes, 
bnt he proves that his opinions 
are living ones by his works. 

A brother writes from far off 
California that he is well pleased 
with the paper now; that he 
takes pleasure in showing it to 
outsiders and having them to 
read it. He also says it now 
gives more encouragement than 
it did hitherto. 

This is what our great aim 
has been, aud it affords ns much 
satisfaction to have one brother 
to see and>eay that the paper 
does this. The scriptural way 
to overcome evil is to do it with 
good. We all want to be so 
thoroughly filled with seal for 
the cause and love for lost souls 
that others will see our good 
works and glorify God- Think 
for a moment how vastly better 
it is to lead a man into obeying 
the truth, than to pass decisions 
to force him into formality and 
a show of obedience. The spec- 
ial mission of this paper is to 
give encouragement to the 
churches and the standing in- 
quiry is, how can this task be 
best performed ? 

Similar letters have been re- 
ceived from Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Indiana and Michigan, which 
we must pass by because space 
is not available for further mat- 
ter re this line. 


Bro. L C. Wafer, of Waterloo, Iowa, 
•ends In the capital list of subscribers. 
A tpVwrft a "Mew Years gift" 

Sister Oscar Ebersote, wbo was In 
Kansas last summer. Is now at her 
boms at West Independence. Ohio. 


Bro. H. J. Frsnts, of Poors, 111., re- 
news bis subscription, and sends $8.00 
to send the paper to poor Members. 
This will make severs) souls happy 
wbo are anxious to read the paper, but 
are not able to pa* for it. 


Bro. i. P. Hetrte 
work for tbe Lord. 


is 


On the 27th, brother J. M. Rtttgen 
wrote that he was engaged bo arivtval, 
at Mulberry, lud., and expected to 
continue the meetings two or three 
weeks. 


We wish tbe brother at Bradford, 
Ohio, who sent us f 1.60, would send us 
bun 


We have a clipping from a South 
dally, about brother Basnor's 
meetings. There are some good 
thoughts In It. We will publish a part 
of if next i 


Elder J, P. Hstric luuvebeen busily 
engaged In his winter revival work for 
some time. In November he closed' a 
two weeks' inset log in the 
vllle church, with twenty-six 
slons — baptized twenty-two of them. 
Elder J. T. Myers assisted part of one 


In the old Coventry church, 
Metric conducted a revival. 
five accessions. 


brother 
Result, 


In the Lawrencevllle church s reviv- 
al service was begun Dec. Sdth- Bro. 
lie trie expects Bro, Amos Haines, from 
New Jersey, to assist him the first week. 

We were not able to accommodate 
all the article* of correspondence 
in this i 


Now is the time to renew 
your subwription. 


Klkport, Iowa. 
Dec 26. — I send herewith re- 
port ot meetings held at C lit ton, 
near West Union. I left home 
at Klkport Thursday the 9th, and 
preached seven sermons at the 
above named place. Interest and 
attendance good. . Fruits of the 
effort made, one more eoul re- 
turned to Christ and the church. 
Miss Minnie, daughter of Bro. 
John Foquet, was baptised 
Thursday. Bbe is a very quiet 
young lady and will make a wor- 
thy addition to the church ; a 
light to the world around her. 
I am nnder obligations to the 
Brethren and community at 
Clilton for their kindness during 
my stay among th/m, and re- 
turn to them my hearty thanks. 
Returning home, I found all well. 
Stiothib Hansbl. 


BMT0B1AL ITEMS. 

Subscriptions are coming in so rapid- 
ly that we are kept very busy, bat we 
w 111 be able to handle all that are sent 
In. Keep up the canvass , brethren , and 
give us a large list 

Bro. L, C. Sutler, of Waterloo, ex- 
pects to take a trip to Dakota, soon, to 
be absent about a month. 


The Investigator Is receiving Its 
share ot attention, and subscriptions 
are being seat in sod articles for pub- 
lication. Among tbe latter Is one on 
tbe communion question by brother J. 
W. Beer. He takes tbe position that 
all who are baptized by trine immer- 
sion should be made welcome at our 
communions. Bra, Beer is one of Bhj 
meat careful writers in the church, 
and bis article will be read with inter- 
est by all. Bra, D. Bailey, C. Forney, 
J. A. Ridenour, and E. Sale, are 
among the writers who have sent In 
manuscript for the new paper. 

Bro. B. S. Miller, of Dayton, Ohio, 
renews his subscription, wishing tbe 
E vABtuxvLiBT well, snd wrote so en- 
couragingly that be made us feel com- 
pletely glad. He is now canvassing 
for a publication entitled the "Marvel- 
ous Wonders of tbe Whole World." 
No book baa covered this Bel' 1 in a 
genera) way, like this one does, and It 
occupies a field peculiarly its own. 
There Is money In it for good agents. 
Any one wishing to learn more about 
It, ean write to Rev . E, S. Miller, Day 
too, Ohio. 


A helping word is often like a 
•.witch on a railroad track — but 
one ineh between wreck and 
prosperity - 


The Annual. 

The Brethren Annual is distinctly a 
church document this year. It con- 
tains 40 pages, and will be mailed to 
any address at tbe following prices ; 
Single Copy - - loc. 

Six Copies - - -• We. 

Twelve Copies - • 91.00 


A Lecture en California. 
On Monday evening, Jan- 
uary 10th, 1887, Rev. P. J. 
Brown, who spent several 
weeks in California hut fall, 
will deliver a lecture, at tbe 
College telling what he taw 
during the journey and while 
in the golden State. He baa 
delivered the lecture at sev- 
eral point* and it ia highly en- 
tertaining. Bro. Brown ia a 
man of much practical talent 
and unusual power of observa- 
tion, and all who are interest- 
ed in the Great Weat will 
enjoy the lecture. Free to 
every body ; the basket will 
be passed at the clone. 


